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Sunday 13 November 2022: Angela Hannafin 

Good morning and welcome to another Sofa sermon. Today is Remembrance 

Sunday and our scripture reading is from Paul’s letter to the church in Rome: 

------ 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 

He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not 

with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s 

elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, 

who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, ‘For your 

sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be 

slaughtered.’ No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 

who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

------ 

I did an assembly in church last week with the local primary school children and 

we thought about the importance of remembering. I asked them to close their 

eyes and recall memories of yesterday and last week (some of the answers were 

rather amusing). But the exercise proved a clear point. Even little people who 

have not been on the earth for long have a hard time remembering what they 

did yesterday, or last week. We are all bombarded with so much information 

that we naturally forget things. In short, we are not good at remembering. We 

need some help to do this. 

Scripture, we read from Paul’s letter to Timothy, is useful. It teaches, corrects, sets 

us straight and helps us grow in righteousness. It also helps us remember. The 

Jews were so aware of the importance of remembering, since God had clearly 

told them not to forget all the things he had done for them. They wore little 

boxes on their arm containing fragments of scriptures. So great was their 

devotion to scriptures, it reminded them of the mercy and goodness of God. 

Their festivals and feast days were about sharing stories of what God had done 

for them. By remembering, their faith was renewed and their trust in God was 

strengthened. Many years later, Jesus told his disciples to remember to share 

bread and wine, since these represented his body, and blood being poured out. 
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He asked people to do this in remembrance of him. Every time we share the 

Eucharist, we remember Christ’s Last Supper, his words, we reflect on his death 

and resurrection, and we draw closer to him. It’s clear that our ability to 

remember has a direct correlation with our spiritual lives. So, when we drift away 

from him it’s often because we’ve forgotten what he’s done for us. 

Paul is writing to the church in Rome and helping them to remember what’s 

important. If God is for us, he writes, who can be against us? Conflict is still going 

on, writes Paul, and the pressures of life will not end yet. But God is on the 

winning side. Nothing can separate us from the love of God, he reminds us. Not 

hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword. 

Paul interjects with some scripture that the Jews would have known, Psalm 44, 

“For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to 

be slaughtered”. The pressure on the early Christians living in Rome was tough 

and many were killed for their faith. He finishes with this encouragement, “For I 

am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 

present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else 

in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 

Lord”. Paul declares that there are no obstacles to the love of God in our lives, 

no situation too bad, no event too difficult, no place we can go, nothing 

anyone can do or say to us, that will stop us receiving God’s amazing love.  

Few of us, if any, will have experienced famine or nakedness, but the memories 

of Covid are only just behind us, and not even gone yet. An invitation to 

remember today can evoke painful memories, not just of loved ones lost in 

battle, but those who battled, and some who lost, against the virus that stopped 

the world in its tracks. We all remember what it felt like to be separated from 

loved ones and only to mix in our bubbles. Whilst Covid is no longer at pandemic 

stage, it has shaped us and we must live with those memories of life on hold for 

two years. 

Paul wrote that not even death can separate us from God’s love. Fear of death 

is still very common in our culture and impacts many other mental health issues. 

Of course, death is also is part of Remembrance Sunday. We remember all those 

who gave their lives for our freedom during two world wars and numerous other 

conflicts. We give thanks for their sacrifice and recognise the value of their lives.  

We remember the horror of war, and what we must do to avoid it. We give 

thanks for peacemakers, working silently and quietly, to ensure that war does not 

break out again. In a year where we have watched and prayed for war in 

Ukraine to end, we know that war is very much still with us. I grew up in the 1970s 
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where peace on earth was wishful thinking from young beauty queens. The 

reality is that war is all around us and we must keep praying for peace on earth. 

As we pledge to give ourselves once again to God, in the name of humanity, we 

remember death, and we are aware that we must give thanks for life and its 

value. We commit ourselves to work and live peaceably with others. We commit 

ourselves not to forget that God and his love is always with us.    

So today, on Remembrance Sunday, we ask God to help us remember his 

everlasting promise to be with us, that nothing will separate us from his love. We 

pray for God’s love and peace to flood our lives, our communities and our 

countries. In Jesus’ name. AMEN.  

Some things for you to reflect on this week: 

- How good are you at remembering? 

- Where is the link between remembering and your spiritual life? 

- If you feel far away from God, have you forgotten his goodness to you? 

- Do you know anyone who is close to death and may need to know the 

comfort that God can bring them? Pray for them. 

- Give thanks for the silent, sacrificial work of peacemakers and 

peacebuilders, and ask God to strengthen them in all they do.  

 

So, let’s pray,  

God our Father, on this day we give thanks for all those who gave their life for us, 

and we give you thanks for the eternal life that you give us. Thank you that 

nothing can separate us from your love. Help us to remember this amazing truth 

and dwell on it. 

In Jesus name. AMEN 

 


