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Sunday 3 December 2023: Angela Hannafin 

Good morning and welcome to another Sofa Sermon. On this first Sunday of 

Advent, find a comfy seat as you listen to the gospel reading for today from 

Mark. 

------ 

24 At that time, after the anguish of those days, the sun will be darkened, the 

moon will give no light, 25 the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers in the 

heavens will be shaken. 26 Then everyone will see the Son of Man coming on the 

clouds with great power and glory.  

27 And he will send out his angels to gather his chosen ones from all over the 

world—from the farthest ends of the earth and heaven. 28 “Now learn a lesson 

from the fig tree. When its branches bud and its leaves begin to sprout, you know 

that summer is near. 29 In the same way, when you see all these things taking 

place, you can know that his return is very near, right at the door. 30 I tell you the 

truth, this generation will not pass from the scene before all these things take 

place. 31 Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words will never disappear. 32 

“However, no one knows the day or hour when these things will happen, not 

even the angels in heaven or the Son himself. Only the Father knows. 33 And 

since you don’t know when that time will come, be on guard! Stay alert! 34 “The 

coming of the Son of Man can be illustrated by the story of a man going on a 

long trip. When he left home, he gave each of his slaves instructions about the 

work they were to do, and he told the gatekeeper to watch for his return. 35 You, 

too, must keep watch! For you don’t know when the master of the household will 

return—in the evening, at midnight, before dawn, or at daybreak. 36 Don’t let 

him find you sleeping when he arrives without warning. 37 I say to you what I say 

to everyone: Watch for him!” 

------ 

In Mark’s gospel we read about Jesus explaining about what will happen when 

he comes at the end of time and the key thing is that Mark is showing us the 

hope that lies ahead of us. I think there’s something quite strange and dreamlike 

about this language – no doubt it was strange to the disciples too. We don’t 

know when Jesus will return again as King, and Jesus himself said here that only 

the Father knows when this will be. So much has been written and said on this 

subject and it’s caused huge divisions in the church as people try and speculate 

on this date. I don’t think it’s important that we know when Christ is returning – 

what is important is that it will happen at some point, so Jesus expects us to be 

expectant and be vigilant. In other words, Christ’s second coming could come 
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at any time so don’t waste your time. It will be a sign of God’s glory, and be 

visible to all. The sky will be dark, just as it was when Christ was crucified, and the 

Son of Man, Jesus, will come in great power and glory. But the end is unknown 

and will come suddenly so, as someone wrote, we need to live in constant 

readiness. 

We need hope. Let’s face it, we know that something isn’t right with the world 

and we only have to look at the news (for those of us who still do) to see how 

hard life is and has been for a good few years now. Many feel anxious and 

afraid with so much turmoil everywhere. It feels like stability is a long-lost friend 

we’ve not caught up with for ages. The anguish that Mark writes about the 

anguish we’ve lived with for many years now. It would be easy to be 

overwhelmed and perhaps you are. The hope of the coming of Christ is God’s 

answer to this anguish we feel and the question of ‘where are you God’?  

Because we have this hope, we’re told here to watch – to look for signs that 

Christ will return because at some point that’s what will happen. Jesus wants us 

to think about what’s going on around us, which is not always easy when these 

signs can be misinterpreted as his second coming. But it’s important to look and 

see what is going on and where the kingdom of God is advancing. Advent 

Sunday is also the beginning of the church year and I think an opportunity to 

evaluate how the kingdom of God is advancing for us locally. Have we grown as 

a parish? I think we have grown although in ways which perhaps are not 

immediately obvious. Notably we’ve grown in our spirituality as a parish which I 

think has been lacking for a while. Going deeper with God has been a big part 

of our evolution this year. We’ve had a season of prayer in this autumn, and 

explored different ways to pray together. We’ve starting a monthly Bible study 

which is a great place to explore the scriptures together. As part of our 

discipleship it’s important we do these things together to learn more about how 

to live. And as disciples of Christ, we’re continuing to think about how to live in 

an eco way. We held a very successful Green Fair in September, with a team 

who are now overseeing this whole area. That was an opportunity to bring the 

community together, which we did, to help people think about how to live more 

sustainably. And the recycling hub which is just outside St Mary Magdalene 

today, came about as a result of the Green Fair. We’re also developing our lay 

leadership which is key to our growth too, with different leaders taking Sunday 

services. Our ministry to St Aidans’ continues, with a whole army of people across 

the parish who help out and for whom we’re grateful. A largely unseen part of 

our ministry, certainly if you come on a Sunday, is also to look after those people 

who asks us for help at significant times in their lives – our ministry to baptise, to 

marry and to look after bereaved families. Whilst the ‘hatch, match and 
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dispatch’ part of our parish may not seem instantly missional, I think it is, and is a 

unique opportunity to show people what the kingdom of God looks like and how 

they can respond to Jesus’ invitation to follow him. We are growing, but we still 

have those growing pains of the world that the world does too. Christ has not yet 

come again and we want him to. So remembering that he is coming at 

Christmas brings us joy and firms our hope in him as we look to the Saviour of the 

world, the Prince of Peace.  

Advent Sunday is good news for us today. Remember those travellators you get 

on at the airport. It feels for me like we’ve just stepped onto something which is 

bringing us closer to our destination. Advent brings us closer to Christ’s first arrival 

and reminds us of his second, even though we don’t know when that will be.  

Advent is a gift for everyone, as we have time to ponder, praise and prepare for 

what it means to have Jesus living with us in our midst. Advent calendars have 

really rocketed in popularity in the last few years, mainly because marketing 

executives are seeing them as a way to sell more products, as people buy a 

calendar with toiletries, or tea bags or of course chocolate. But the joy we feel 

when we open a window in our calendars, whatever is in them, is the joy of 

Advent. Please don’t ignore this wonderful time to think, to spend time with God 

or to pray as you prepare to welcome Christ in your hearts at Christmastime. 

Remember the hope we have in Christ and that he is coming, the Prince of 

Peace, who will be with us even in the many troubles that life gives us. AMEN. 


