
The Parish of Bardsey with East Keswick 

Sermon 

 1 

Sunday 19 February 2023: Angela Hannafin 

Good morning and welcome to another Sofa Sermon. With Lent just around the 

corner, let’s dive into the scripture for today, from Matthew’s gospel. 

------ 

Six days later Jesus took Peter and the two brothers, James and John, and led 

them up a high mountain to be alone. 2 As the men watched, Jesus’ 

appearance was transformed so that his face shone like the sun, and his clothes 

became as white as light. 3 Suddenly, Moses and Elijah appeared and began 

talking with Jesus. 4 Peter exclaimed, “Lord, it’s wonderful for us to be here! If you 

want, I’ll make three shelters as memorials - one for you, one for Moses, and one 

for Elijah.” 

5 But even as he spoke, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from 

the cloud said, “This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy. Listen to 

him.” 6 The disciples were terrified and fell face down on the ground. 7 Then Jesus 

came over and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” 8 And when 

they looked up, Moses and Elijah were gone, and they saw only Jesus. 

9 As they went back down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Don’t tell 

anyone what you have seen until the Son of Man has been raised from the 

dead.” 

------ 

Have you ever had a dream that seemed to evoke real emotion in you, only to 

wake and find that it is no longer with you? I remember having a dream where I 

met my late grandmother and I was so pleased to encounter her, only to wake 

and find reality a different story. When we read about the events of the 

Transfiguration they might seem like a dream, or some kind of vision, but it 

wasn’t. Peter was keen to defend this in his letter to the early church, where the 

idea of Jesus being both man and God wasn’t easily understood. For him, this 

event wasn’t a ‘clever story’, but something life changing that he, James and 

John witnessed. The three of them heard an audible voice from heaven and saw 

the glory of God on the mountain. 

Let’s take a closer look at that famous event. Peter, James and John, the ‘inner 

circle’ of disciples, went with Jesus as he took them up a mountain. Perhaps they 

thought this was a time of prayer, as they often followed him to lonely places. 

But on the mountain Jesus became ‘transfigured’. It’s hard to say exactly what 

Matthew meant, but somehow, he became different. His face shone and his 

clothes became white. From what we read Jesus didn’t just appear as man but 

was suddenly truly holy. Moses the Lawgiver and Elijah the Prophet appeared 
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with him, creating a new Triumvirate. And a voice from heaven spoke, saying 

“This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy. Listen to him.” (Incidentally, 

there are only two times when scripture records God’s audible voice – here and 

at Jesus’ baptism). Is it any wonder Matthew says that the disciples fell on the 

ground in shock and covered their faces? We have both a holy trio, a very 

human trio, and three commands. Jesus told his disciples to get up, not to be 

afraid but also not to speak about this until after the Son of Man has been raised 

from the dead.  

This moment of intimacy, I think, would have been a great encouragement to 

the disciples. They were now seeing that Jesus was not just a great Rabbi, but 

they were experiencing the glory of God, seen in a moment through the Son on 

a mountain. This is what John wrote about when he said “we have seen his glory, 

the glory of the One and Only”. This leads us back to our current situation when 

our Lenten journey begins on Ash Wednesday. Today’s reading gives us a ‘fast 

forward’ to what will happen past the forty days, at the end of Easter, when the 

disciples will see Jesus’ body in its resurrected state. Matthew gives us a ‘trailer’ 

for the new world which is to come.  

Let’s go back to Peter, though, whose humanity is always something we can 

relate to. Peter’s words about building a tent are not about a desire to go 

camping, but an indication that he was enjoying himself and thought that 

perhaps they should all stay on the mountain a bit longer. What a thing to tell his 

family afterwards! But this little moment of seeing Jesus as divine was cut short. 

Jesus forbade them all to tell everyone what they saw. To be honest, it was a bit 

of a downer. They’d all just had a glimpse of heaven only for it to be replaced by 

a command to get on with life. They may easily have been tempted to 

remember this as a lovely dream.  

For me though, this is one of the main takeaways from the Transfiguration. We 

see Jesus in his glory, but only for a second. Worshipping God is what we do with 

our lives and in our communities when we meet together. But disciples have to 

come down from the mountain. Not because God is a spoil sport – when we die 

our eternal selves will worship God forever, and as I’ve already said this passage 

gives us a brief glimpse into heaven. Our destiny is in the holy heavenly city with 

him. But until that time comes, we can’t slack off on the top of the mountain. 

There is work to do down below. The work of spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ 

continues. It takes places in many different ways – essentially though through the 

things we say and do. We might offer to pray for someone, to do their shopping, 

to listen to them, to rejoice or mourn with them, to speak words of truth to them, 

to invite them to church, to not repay their mean spiritedness but to respond 

instead with generosity, to encourage people to love God’s world more - the list 
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goes on. I wonder what work God has for you? What does he want you to do as 

you come down the mountain at the end of this service and leave through these 

doors? Any work, of course, needs to be interspersed with a reminder of what it’s 

for and why it’s important, otherwise we will lose heart. So whatever God has 

called you to do, don’t forget it’s for his kingdom and that he loves you 

regardless of whatever you do or don’t do for him.  

Just a word about Lent. I wonder what you’re planning to do. You can always 

join us in our Zoom study, Dust and Glory, where we’ll be looking at the tricky 

subject of failure and forgiveness. No doubt it will be challenging, and we’ll be 

stretched, perhaps even going to difficult places. However, it will also be an 

opportunity to catch a glimpse of God in his glory which we’ll celebrate in 

fullness on the other side of Lent, on Easter Day.  

So however you are serving God as his disciple, remember Paul’s words of 

encouragement, “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him”. Because 

it’s him you are serving, the living God, whose glory has been shown to us 

through Jesus and now is shown through our lives. AMEN.  

Some questions for us to consider, 

▪ Can you remember times in your life when you caught a glimpse of God’s 

glory? 

▪ Have you ever thought that everything you say or do can either attract 

people or repel them from knowing God? 

▪ What has God asked you to do right now to serve him?  Ask him to bless your 

work and to help you remember that it’s all for him.  

Let’s pray, 

God our Father, thank you for this reminder of Jesus in his future glory. May we 

remember that one day we will see you in all your glory, and until that day, help 

us serve you with full and grateful hearts. In Jesus’ name. AMEN. 


