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Sunday 12 February 2023: Robert Siekierkowski 

A little girl asked her mother one day, "Mummy, how did humans appear?" The 

mother answered, "God made Adam and Eve and they had children, and as 

their children became adults, they had children; and so was all mankind made."  

Two days later the girl asked her father the same question.  

Her father answered, "Humans started to evolve from monkeys around 2 million 

years ago and we are still evolving." 

The confused girl returned to her mother and said, "Mum, how is it possible that 

you told me that humans were created by God, and dad said we evolved from 

monkeys?" 

The mother answered, "Well, dear, it’s very simple; your father was telling you 

about his side of the family.” 

This little joke illustrates the confusion between the bible stories of creation, 

written around the 5th & 6th century BC and our modern day understanding of 

creation, through scientific discoveries.  

We believe the universe started with the Big Bang some 13.7 billion years ago. 

Earth is 4.5 billion years old and took between 10-100 million years to form, if not a 

bit longer.  

So, the Genesis story of creation is like a child’s book trying to give some sense of 

order, to simple people, of how humans came into existence; told by leaders 

who didn’t have the scientific knowledge that we have today. But the key thing 

in this bible story, is that God made our world and the universe and as Christians 

we believe this. Obviously, it was not created in 6 days. (Unless it is quoted in 

God days, however long they may be – for example a day on Mercury is nearly 

59 Earth days). 

Well, why should we not believe God created the world and everything? No one 

today can explain how the Big Bang happened and how it produced all the 

matter needed to create the universe. So, is it so strange to think that some sort 

of divine intervention caused the Big Bang in the first place? As far as we know, 

before the Big Bang there was nothing and as the Bible tells us it was from 

nothing that the world was created by God. Perhaps the Bible is, after all, ahead 

of its time. 

Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they 

may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all 

the wild animals”. As chosen rulers surely it’s our duty to preserve our wonderful, 

magical kingdom that God created for us and not destroy it. With the current 
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environmental vandalism, due to mismanagement, are we failing in our duty in 

preserving our bit of God’s created Universe? Worldwide in the last decade 160 

species have become extinct, as a result of poaching, deforestation and 

pollution, just to name a few causes.  

In the Gospel reading, Matthew writes “So do not worry, by saying, ‘What shall 

we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’...but seek first his 

kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” I 

see the meaning of this as, if we follow the teachings of God, through the Old 

and New Testaments, which basically boils down to loving and respecting each 

other and the environment, then we’ll be able to enjoy a happy and 

comfortable life on this earth and so will future generations. Unfortunately, how 

often do we see greed and disagreement causing wars and the ravaging of the 

earth at the expense of human and animal life?  

Clearly, we have lost our way in preserving the world, or at least our world 

leaders have. Today’s reading from Romans says, “We know that the whole 

creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present 

time.” Sadly, this is truer today than it has ever been. In Greta Thunberg's speech 

at the 2019 U.N. Climate Action Summit, she said to the world leaders, "For more 

than 30 years, the science has been crystal clear. How dare you continue to look 

away and come here saying that you're doing enough, when the politics and 

solutions needed are still nowhere in sight.” She was 16 years old at the time, a 

remarkable and courageous young lady talking from her heart and for her 

generation.  

Christians believe that God will pull us through this climate crisis - provided we 

heed the signs and start looking after everything on our planet. If extreme 

climate change continues to escalate, we may find crops and habitats failing, 

resulting in mass starvation and deaths in epic proportions. Perhaps, this may be 

necessary to bring our world back into balance once more. 

According to a recent United Nations report, by 2050 we will need to produce 

56% more food to feed the growing world population. This population growth is 

unlikely to be sustainable.  

The bible teaches us that we have an “all caring” God, who cares for us and all 

creation. Yet we may question why does our “caring” God send these floods, 

draughts, whirlwinds and fires? Is it to punish us for mismanaging his creation? We 

may doubt God at times. Even Jesus dying on the cross, in a moment of human 

frailty, doubted God saying “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”, 

however, he had faith in God his Father and so must we.  
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In some respects, we could compare God to the keeper of a nature reserve, 

where we often see the culling of a group of animals that have increased in 

numbers to the extent that their numbers are damaging the environment of the 

park and so risking its entire existence. We have to ask ourselves “Are these 

natural disasters for the greater good – necessary to reduce the impact of man 

damaging creation?”  

But are all these natural disasters really ‘Acts of God’? Insurance companies 

define an ‘Act of God’ as 'events that occur through natural causes and could 

not be avoided through the use of caution and preventative measures'. We now 

widely accept that many of these severe natural disasters are due to climate 

change which man’s activities have caused and which could have been 

prevented. So, by their definition, climate change is not an ‘Act of God’ and 

that man is solely to blame.  

I live at the top of East Keswick. My bedroom window looks east over open 

countryside and some mornings when I open the curtains and see a magnificent 

sunrise, I smile to myself and thank God for reminding me of his wonderful 

creation. However, these days I start to wonder more and more on how much 

longer will I be able to enjoy his creation when the storms of climate change 

become more severe?  

But there is hope! For I believe, God hasn’t forsaken us. He has given us tools to 

deal with our climate change crisis. For one thing, God has given us free will; and 

if we use it wisely to reduce our carbon footprint and more effectively use the 

Earth’s remaining resources; then loss of life and habitats will be significantly 

reduced. You may ask “How can I, as a mere individual, make a difference – I 

have no real power?” Well, we can use the car less; use less of the world’s 

resources by buying less – remember, the production process of everything we 

buy has an impact on the environment. So, don’t throw away those old clothes, 

they could come back into fashion, remember flared trousers? The biggest 

difference you can make is to pray for leaders who have the courage to act on 

the world stage to effectively implement policies in reversing climate change 

and to vote for them. 

I believe that the ingenuity of man, another great gift from God, will see us 

through this crisis as new discoveries of generating carbon and pollution free 

energy become practical, such as nuclear fusion and hydrogen fuel. We are 

also discovering more drought and disease resistant crops to help feed people. 

As we fight to correct our climate then, hopefully, we’ll stop fighting between 

ourselves as well. Only if we unite as one world nation to reverse climate change 

will we succeed in preserving God’s creation but in the meantime keep trying to 

reduce your personal carbon footprint – after all ‘every little helps’!  


