
Imagine if this morning we received a hand 

delivered notice from The Palace, telling us that His 

Royal Highness, King Charles lll, had decided to 

join us soon for our worship in church. 

Looking around you, what do you think we need 

to do to get ready as we wait for King Charles to 

arrive? 

I think that the first thing we would all agree upon is 

that we need to clean up the place. Get rid of all 

the rubbish and mess, clean, dust and vac.  

When that’s all done it would be a church fit for a 

King!  

The second thing we need to do is put a special 

seat at the centre of the church for him to sit on, 

and we would also need to put a microphone in 

place, so that we would all be able to hear what 

he has to say to us.  

I am sure that you can think of all sorts of other 

things we could do to get ready to welcome the 

King.   

Getting ready to meet a special visitor takes 

thought. Advent is the time when we think about 

getting ready for the most important meeting, we 

will all have. This meeting isn’t with King Charles lll, 

but with God’s Son, Jesus. 

John the Baptist was God’s messenger, and he 

was sent to get people ready for Jesus’ coming. 

Jesus was the ultimate special visitor! The people 

were to prepare, not by cleaning up their 

buildings, by dusting and picking up rubbish, like 

we have just done here in church,  but by cleaning 

up their hearts. Unfortunately, the people had 

been living lives their own way for many, many 

years. Their hearts were full up with the rubbish of 

sin.  

They cheated people out of money, they were 

selfish and greedy, they didn’t love one another or 

God. God was no longer at the centre of their 

lives. John’s message to these people was a 

message of repentance. They were to turn away 

from their sins and turn back to God.  

In other words, they were to get rid of the rubbish 

of sin from their lives, and allow God to be at the 

centre of their lives.  

Many people listened to what John said. They 

turned away from their sins and they turned back 

to God - they repented. As a symbol of their 

wanting to live differently, they were baptised in 

the River Jordan. They were now ready to hear 

Jesus’ life-giving message that He had come to 

deal with the effects of sin once and for all so that 

they could have a restored relationship with their 

Heavenly Father. John the Baptist prepared the 

people well, ready for Jesus’ first coming to earth. 

Christmas is a wonderful time and the celebrations, 

presents and family time are all good but please 

don’t forget who it’s all about and who the most 

important person is – Jesus Christ.  

So I wonder what you will do to get ready for the 

coming of a very special visitor? The best thing you 

can do is to open your heart to him and make him 

the centre of your lives.  

AMEN 
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