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Sunday 15 January 2023: Angela Hannafin 

Good morning and welcome to another Sofa Sermon. This was a week of what 

seemed like national unhappiness, whether through disgruntlements about strikes 

or pay, the war in Ukraine or an unhappy royal. Let’s ask God to show us where 

he is in all of this. Our tradition is to listen to the gospel reading, however our 

sermon today is going to be based on the Old Testament reading, from the 

prophet Isaiah, written some seven hundred years before the arrival of Christ. 

------ 

1 “Listen to me, all you in distant lands! 

    Pay attention, you who are far away! 

The Lord called me before my birth; 

    from within the womb he called me by name. 
2 He made my words of judgment as sharp as a sword. 

    He has hidden me in the shadow of his hand. 

    I am like a sharp arrow in his quiver. 

3 He said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, 

    and you will bring me glory.” 

4 I replied, “But my work seems so useless! 

    I have spent my strength for nothing and to no purpose. 

Yet I leave it all in the Lord’s hand; 

    I will trust God for my reward.” 

5 And now the Lord speaks— 

    the one who formed me in my mother’s womb to be his servant, 

    who commissioned me to bring Israel back to him. 

The Lord has honoured me, 

    and my God has given me strength. 
6 He says, “You will do more than restore the people of Israel to me. 

    I will make you a light to the Gentiles, 

    and you will bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.” 

7 The Lord, the Redeemer 

    and Holy One of Israel, 

says to the one who is despised and rejected by the nations, 

    to the one who is the servant of rulers: 

“Kings will stand at attention when you pass by. 

    Princes will also bow low 
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because of the Lord, the faithful one, 

    the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.  

------ 

We don’t hear about Isaiah from many pulpits. I can understand that, as the 

gospels are where we read about the life of Christ and we might feel that the 

language of the prophets is a bit less accessible. Nevertheless, the Old 

Testament is full of rich jewels which shouldn’t be overlooked. Isaiah may seem 

like a difficult book to understand, and you may feel like you need some help. I 

have posted two videos on the website this week which may give you a short 

overview of the whole sixty six books of Isaiah and can help you understand 

more about this prophetic writing. My advice is to check the videos out and not 

shy away, as they are not too long. And as it’s the internet, you can always have 

a coffee at your side, pause the video, makes notes and reflect before you 

move on.  

Back to today’s particular reading, though. Isaiah has announced that the future 

hope of Israel has already come, and Israel (by that I mean the people of God) 

will now be God’s servant. The reality, however, is that Israel is saying that God 

isn’t there. This tension is something I’ll come back to, as I think it’s very 

contemporary. Here we read about a figure who is called ‘God’s servant’ who 

will fulfil the mission of God, restore God’s people to himself and bring God glory. 

Not only that, but he will reach beyond the Jews to the Gentiles, and salvation 

will be brought to the ends of the earth.   

God says to his servant, “You are my servant, Israel, and you will bring me glory.” 

This reminds me of the baptism of Christ last week, when we heard God’s voice 

affirming his son, “You are my son, the beloved, with whom I am pleased”. God’s 

servant will bring him glory, although the following books of Isaiah will show that 

this will be not through power, but through suffering. And the suffering starts here 

in a small way. The beloved complains, “But my work seems so useless! I have 

spent my strength for nothing and to no purpose.” These words, written nearly 

three thousand years ago, resonated with me. I met someone last week who 

shared his pain at learning of the sudden death of a friend’s wife, and shared 

more news of others with health woes. “What is the point”, he said, in genuine 

anguish. It seemed like tragedy had caused him great personal anxiety. He 

seemed almost overcome by what was around him. I couldn’t help but think of 

him as I read this. The ‘servant’ seemed frustrated with his situation, his work 

seemed so useless and he had spent his strength for nothing and to no purpose.  
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Life’s pressures can be hard on us too and if we are not careful, we will become 

discouraged too.  

However, in the Bible this is a temporary discouragement. The narrative changes 

gear, and the other half of the servant’s voice is not his frustration, but his 

decision to trust in God. “Yet I leave it all in the Lord’s hand; I will trust God for my 

reward.” It sounds a bit odd, as is he was arguing and then giving up. If we read 

through the Psalms, there is a similar pattern through many of the 150 poems. The 

protagonists will often rail and complain, express their emotion and even anger 

at God. They will then say at the end of the psalm, “yet I trust in you”. This is not a 

case of being overpowered or forced to give up their argument. This is about the 

journey to trusting God. If we read Psalm 73 (my favourite psalm by the way), it 

also deals with someone who looks at the world around him and feels overcome 

by life’s difficulty. And yet when they ‘enter the sanctuary of God’ as they put it, 

they understand. Their life with God is all that counts. “Who have I but you?” 

writes the psalmist. My heart and my flesh may fail but God is the strength of my 

life and my portion forever”. These are the words of someone who has great trust 

in God.   

Living as a Christian is all about holding this tension of what we believe, and 

what we don’t yet see. In church we say whenever we share the Eucharist that 

we believe Christ is coming again, and in that time before his second coming, 

whenever that may be, we will trust God for our reward. Trust means we admit 

we are utterly reliant on God; we take him at his word, we let go and let him 

lead us. Trust is one of the hardest things to learn as a Christian. There may be 

good reasons why we can’t trust God. It could be that we’ve suffered under a 

leader, or a parental figure, or we’ve experienced personal tragedy. The good 

news is that God takes whatever we give him, even if it’s only a little trust. Our 

model and perfector of our faith is Jesus, who said “not my will, but yours”. I also 

think of his mother Mary, in responding in great faith to an angel who told her 

that she would be pregnant and give birth to the Son of God. Maybe as 

Anglicans we do not think enough about her example of trust as we should.  

In the disgruntlements of life, in the pressures of all we read and see around us, 

it’s normal that we might look at life and feel uneasy, or even ask ourselves, 

‘what’s the point’. It’s where we go next that counts. Will you give in to the 

discouragements around you, or will you decide to trust God, to fix your eyes on 

him, to let go and let him lead you? It’s up to you. AMEN.  

Some things to consider: 
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- On a scale of 1-10, (with 0 being not easy and 10 being easy), how easy is 

it for you to trust people? Why is that? 

- What about God? Are you able to trust him? Can you trust him in all 

areas? Are there some areas you find it difficult? 

- Do you find yourself being impacted by the discouragements you see 

around you? 

- What might God want to say to you through this sermon? 

 

Let’s pray,  

God our Father, there is much around us that can take us away from you, that 

can make us say ‘what’s the point’, or just cause us even to lose our faith in you. 

Help us to remember that you value even just a grain of faith. May we learn to 

put our trust in you more and more as we journey through life. In Jesus’ name.  

AMEN.  

 

 

  

 

 

 


